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The  vitality  of  Boston's  economy  requires 
a  mix  of  different  kinds  of  businesses  that 
provide  opportunities  for  people  of  all 
educational  and  socioeconomic 
backgrounds. 

Storefront  churches  pose  similar  problems 
in  other  communities  that  experienced 
economic  dislocation  from  the  1970s 
onward. 

One  of  Dorchester's  most  important 
business  districts,  which  helps  to  set  the 
tone  and  image  for  the  whole  community. 

Upham's  Corner  has  the  potential  to  be  a 
showcase  for  community  revitahzation.  It 
lies  at  the  intersection  of  two  critical 
neighborhoods  -  Dorchester  and  Roxbury 
-  and  just  a  quarter-mile  south  of 
Newmarket. 
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develop  spaces  on  a  small  scale  that 
enhances  the  character  of  the  street. 

Coordinate  plans  to  take  advantage  of  new 
brownfield  development  opportunities 
made  possible  by  new  Commonwealth 
initiative.  Engage  community  in  public 
process  to  identify  brownfields  with  the 
greatest  potential  for  improving  the 
quality  of  public  spaces. 

Offer  incentives  for  storefront  churches  to 
develop  their  "campuses"  in  a  way  that 
invites  community  use  of  facilities,  front 
yards,  and  parking  spaces.  Consider 
providing  incentives  for  these  facilities  to 
move  their  operations  off  Dorchester's 
main  streets  and  on  to  side  streets. 

Continue  work  of  Main  Streets,  with  an 
emphasis  on  better  traffic  patterns  and 
stronger  mass  transit  connections. 
Develop  parking  areas  behind  buildings, 
apart  from  the  street.  Enhance  green 
spaces  in  front  of  church  and  Roberts 
Park. 

Working  with  Main  Streets,  ICIC,  and 
other  entities  to  improve  the  mixed-use 
character  of  district.  Develop  streetscape 
improvements  that  strengthen  the  identity 
of  both  Columbia  Road  and  Dudley  Street. 
Foster  improved  transportation  access 
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Because  of  its  industrial  past,  Dorchester 
contains  more  than  its  share  of 
brownfields. 

Because  of  the  lack  of  development  on 
many  corridors  since  the  1970s,  many 
churches  bought  property  along  the  main 
boulevards  and  now  dominate  many 
pockets  of  the  City.  These  storefront 
operations  bring  great  life  to  the  area  on 
weekends,  but  lie  dormant  during  much  of 
the  week.  Because  many  parishioners  live 
outside  the  neighborhood,  they  have  little 
stake  in  the  community. 

Codman  Square  lies  at  and  around  the 
intersection  of  Washington  Street  and 
Talbot  Avenue.  It  is  one  of  Dorchester's 
great  historic  settings,  with  strong 
community  facilities  (Codman  Square 
Health  Center),  historic  places  (the  Church 
of  the  Nazarene),  and  a  growing  mix  of 
businesses.  Codman  Square  Main  Streets 
has  been  focusing  on  facade 
improvements,  parking  issues,  new  retail 
construction,  and  streetscape 
improvements. 

Upham's  Corner  is  one  of  the  City's 
liveliest  neighborhood  business  districts, 
with  a  wide  range  of  enterprises  that 
include  several  anchors,  a  broad-based 
community  facility  in  the  Strand  Theater, 
and  a  strong  base  of  architecture  and 
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This  area,  which  lies  between  Codman 
Square  and  Upham's  Corner,  is  critical  for 
the  improvement  of  the  continuity  of  the 
central  sections  of  Dorchester.  Vacant  lots 
and  brownfields  need  comprehensive 
attention.  Residential  development 
opportunities  are  probably  more 
promising  than  business  opportunities. 

Fields  Corner  is  a  community  that  has 
some  of  the  building  blocks  of  a 
successful  urban  village  -  access  to  rapid 
transit,  mixed  use  buildings  with  street- 
level  businesses  and  apartments  above  - 
but  also  has  a  suburban-style  shopping 
center  that  has  removed  some  of  the  urban 
character  of  the  area  and  replaced  it  with  a 
parking  lot.  Development  strategies  that 
help  communities  such  as  Fields  corner 
reweave  their  fabric  by  replacing  both 
density  and  streetscape  around  transit 
nodes  contribute  to  replacing  the  citywide 
fabric  of  urban  villages  anchored  by 
Downtown  Boston. 

Adams  Village  provides  retail 
opportunities  for  many  nearby 
communities  but  could  serve  as  a 
foundation  for  even  stronger  development 
with  some  enhancements  of  public  spaces. 
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with  better  bus  service  and  possible 
conversion  of  Commuter  Rail  line  to  mass 
transit  service.  Concentrate  on  Upham's 
Corner's  potential  as  a  gateway  to 
Dorchester  and  Roxbury.  Consider 
inclusion  of  Upham's  Corner  in  Urban 
Ring. 

Concentrate  on  development  of  housing  to 
increase  the  density  of  the  area.  Improve 
transportation  connections.  Support 
development  of  "signature"  parcels  to 
support  residential  needs. 

Encourage  development  that  replaces  the 
building  edges  along  Dorchester  Avenue. 
Work  with  the  owners  of  the  shopping 
plaza  to  better  define  the  edge  with 
interim  measures  such  as  a  low  wall  or 
street  vendors  along  the  edge  of  the 
parking  lot.  Take  better  advantage  of  the 
Red  Line  T-stop  by  encouraging 
residential  and  commercial  density  within 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  radius  (transit-oriented 
development).  Build  housing  on  nearby 
vacant  lots. 

Develop  strategies  for  improving  the 
pedestrian  environment  of  the  area.  Large- 
scale  chain  enterprises  with  large  parking 
areas  undermine  the  pedestrian  feel  of  the 
area;  develop  initiative  to  "articulate" 
these  parking  areas  and  (eventually) 
redevelop  properties  in  accordance  w  ith 
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public  space.  Main  Streets  recently  has 
worked  with  the  Initiative  for  a 
Competitive  Inner  City  (ICIC)  to  develop 
a  business  survey.  In  addition,  Main 
Streets  has  launched  a  facade 
improvement  program. 

The  Bowdoin-Geneva  area  is  a  crossroads 
with  a  few  anchor  stores  but  little  other 
development.  Bowdoin/Geneva  Main 
Street's  has  been  focusing  on  facade 
improvement  in  the  area.  . 

The  Fields  Comer  business  district  has  the 
potential  to  be  a  major  center  of  activity 
along  one  of  the  neighborhood's  major 
thoroughfares,  Dorchester  Avenue. 
Residents  feel  that  the  areas  does  not  offer 
a  sufficient  variety  of  goods  and  services 
and,  as  a  result,  does  not  meet  its  potential 
as  a  full-service  district.  The  suburban- 
style  shopping  center  on  the  corner  of 
Park  Street  and  Dorchester  Avenue  is  set 
back  from  the  street,  leaving  the  comer 
with  a  bleak,  open  parking  lot  that 
discourages  pedestrian  traffic  and  breaks 
up  the  urban  fabric  of  the  area. 

Adams  Village  lies  at  the  intersection  of 
Adams  Street  and  Gallivan  Boulevard. 
The  area  offers  a  wide  range  of 
commercial  places,  with  good  car  access 
and  fair  pedestrian  access.  But  the  district 
has  little  sense  of  a  center 
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Lower  Mills  is  one  of  the  City's  great 
gateways  and  sets  a  positive  tone  for 
visitors  from  Milton  and  other  towns. 

Large-scale  retail  and  service  centers 
cause  the  greatest  disruption  to  the 
character  of  the  urban  grain.  Other  cities 
have  taken  effective  actions  to  assure  that 
these  spaces  do  not  disrupt  nearby 
communities. 
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traditional  town  square  design.  Study 
traffic  patterns  along  Adams  Street  and 
Gallivan  Boulevard  to  devise  ways  to 
reduce  through  traffic. 

Building  on  the  foundation  of  "Looking 
Ahead  in  Lower  Mills:  A  Working  Paper," 
develop  longterm  strategies  for  the 
development  of  the  baker  properties, 
enhancement  of  Neponset  River 
connections,  damming  issues  at  the 
Neponset,  and  the  controversy  over  siting 
of  supermarkets. 

Develop  guidelines  and  incentives  for 
improving  the  edges  of  shopping  centers, 
gas  stations,  and  other  large-scale 
enterprises  throughout  the  City.  Initiate 
major  traffic  studies  and  plans  for  all 
large-scale,  car-oriented  developments. 
Despite  their  scale,  these  spaces  should 
provide  an  inviting  environment  for 
pedestrians  and  surrounding  communities. 
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Building  on  the  success  of  a  popular 
antiques  store  and  other  small  businesses, 
the  development  of  condominiums  at  the 
old  Baker  Chocolate  Factory,  the  promise 
of  new  development  at  the  Baker  site,  and 
a  beautiful  setting  by  the  Neponset  River, 
Lower  Mills  has  become  a  model  for 
community  development  in  Boston.  A 
number  of  challenges  lie  ahead.  How  will 
the  remaining  Baker  buildings  be 
developed  in  the  future?  How  can  the  river 
be  exploited  better?  How  can  the  area  fit 
into  the  system  of  public  transit  to  reduce 
reliance  on  cars  and  make  it  a  true 
walking  district? 

Dorchester  contains  many  suburban-style 
shopping  centers.  These  centers'  reliance 
on  car  access  and  their  large  scale 
undermine  efforts  to  make  Dorchester  a 
pedestrian-  and  transit-oriented 
community.  The  major  shopping  centers 
of  this  type  in  Dorchester  are  South  Bay 
Mall,  and  the  strip  malls  at  Fields  Corner, 
on  Morrissey  Boulevard,  and  on  Gallivan 
Boulevard. 
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One  of  the  city's  critical  east-west 
connectors,  Gallivan  Boulevard  could  be  a 
model  for  thoroughfare  planning  and 
design  for  the  whole  City. 

Critical  in  defining  Boston  and  several  of 
its  neighborhoods. 

Washington  Street  is  a  critical  connector 
between  two  of  Boston's  most  important 
natural  assets  -  Franklin  Park  and  the 
Neponset  River.  It  could  be  part  of  the 
City's  transit  loop  for  parks  and  cultural 
spaces. 
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the  street.  Enforce  restrictions  on  double- 
parking  and  loading.  Develop  a  design 

Assess  the  transportation  patterns  and 
needs  of  the  boulevard.  Improve  the 
spaces  for  pedestrians,  with  special 
emphasis  on  the  street  crossings,  so  that 
nearby  assets  can  be  reached  by  foot. 

Build  on  past  efforts  to  revitalize  this 
boulevard.  Provide  incentives  for  large 
institutions  to  enhance  the  public-oriented 
spaces  along  the  way.  Reintroduce  slant 
parking  to  provide  better  access  for 
businesses  and  to  calm  traffic.  Consider 
redesigning  the  street  as  a  transit-oriented 
boulevard.  Devise  strict  standards  for 
signage  and  frontage. 

Develop  a  comprehensive  traffic  and 
streetscape  plan  that  gives  unity  to  this 
complex  street. 
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the  street  is  fragmented,  with  vacant 
properties  breaking  up  the  streetscape  and 
traffic  patterns  often  destructive  of  a 
pedestrian  environment. 

The  key  east-west  connector  from  Morton 
Street  to  Interstate  93,  the  character  of 
Gallivan  Boulevard  varies  from  place  to 
place.  Even  though  its  character  is 
basically  that  of  a  thoroughfare,  it  should 
provide  comfortable,  safe,  and  attractive 
spaces  for  pedestrians,  as  well  as  strong 
transit  connections.  The  development  of 
the  nearby  Boston  Specialty  and 
Rehabilitation  Hospital  and  the  Neponset 
River  Reservation  depend  to  an  extent  on 
the  character  of  Gallivan  Boulevard. 

One  of  the  City's  critical  north-south 
connectors,  "Blue"  is  a  gateway  to  Boston 
from  the  south  and  a  critical  portal  for 
Roxbury  and  the  South  End  as  well.  With 
its  sweeping  views  of  the  Blue  Hills 
Reservation  in  Milton,  it  has  the  potential 
to  provide  a  rare  kind  of  orientation  for  all 
who  use  it.  It  is  now  excessively 
dominated  by  automobile  traffic,  but 
could  be  a  major  new  mass  transit 
corridor. 

Boston's  second  Washington  Street 
provides  connections  between  the 
Franklin  park  area  and  the  Neponset  River 
Reservation,  with  Lower  Mills  an 
important  stop  along  the  way.  The  mixed 
character  of  the  street  is  an  asset,  but  the 
business  and  residential  areas  need  to  be 
related  better  by  a  more  coherent  system 
of  traffic. 
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with  improvements  to  Columbia  Road,  the 
image  of  the  whole  neighborhood  -  and, 
indeed,  the  City  -  could  be  dramatically 
improved.  Enhancements  of  this  area 
would  create  great  new  opportunities  for 
residential  and  commercial  development. 

River  Street  and  the  nearby  Neponset 
River  could  define  much  of  the  southern 
edge  of  Boston  for  residents  and  visitors 
alike. 

Gallivan  Boulevard  bears  great  volumes 
of  traffic  into  Downtown  and  specific 
destinations  like  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  and  the  John  F.  Kennedy 
Library.  As  such,  it  could  be  an  important 
showpiece  for  the  City.  To  be  sure,  it  will 
probably  always  serve  as  a  major 
highway.  But  highways  can  provide  a 
more  attractive  and  efficient  gateway  to 
the  City. 
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improvements  that  emphasize  the  road's 
role  in  connecting  Boston  Harbor  and 
Franklin  Park.  When  possible,  increase  the 
"green"  elements  of  the  street  such  as 
medians  and  trees  along  the  sidewalks.  If 
possible,  introduce  traffic-calming  tools  to 
change  the  nature  of  the  road  from  a 
throughway  to  a  pedestrian-oriented 
boulevard. 

Consider  including  River  Street  in  a  river 
overlay  district,  with  specific  standards 
and  restrictions  on  development.  Devise  a 
comprehensive  strategy  for  enhancing  the 
critical  cross  streets  and  connections  to  the 
Neponset  River.  Build  on  existing  efforts 
at  Ryan  Playground,  the  Boston  Specialty 
and  Rehabilitation  Hospital,  Mattapan 
Square,  and  Lower  Mills. 

Develop  a  comprehensive  plan  to  route 
traffic  better  at  the  confluence  of 
Morrissey  Boulevard,  Gallivan  Boulevard, 
and  Neponset  Avenue.  Improve  signage  to 
make  directions  simpler.  Devise 
commercial  signage  restrictions.  Develop 
streetscape  improvements  to  increase  the 
legibility  of  the  Neponset  River. 
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the  final  piece  of  the  Emerald  Necklace, 
could  serve  as  a  powerful  link  to  the 
Boston  Harbor.  Most  of  the  road  is 
pleasant,  but  it  lacks  the  drama  and 
legibility  that  would  make  it  a  "signature" 
boulevard  for  the  City. 

River  Street  is  critical  to  the  definition  of 
the  Neponset  River  Watershed.  Too  often, 
users  of  River  Street  have  no  idea  that 
they  are  so  close  to  such  a  great  natural 
resource.  The  goal  should  be  to  use  River 
Street  as  a  link  between  the  Neponset  and 
other  assets  in  the  area. 

The  boulevard  serves  as  the  main  spine 
along  the  eastern  edge  of  Dorchester. 
Unfortunately,  it  cuts  off  Dorchester  from 
its  main  physical  asset  -  Boston  Harbor. 
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Recreational  opportunities  for  all  in  the 
winter  months  is  critical  to  the  life  of 
families  and  communities. 

Especially  in  communities  with  less 
disposable  income,  public  facilities 
provide  an  essential  outlet  for  creative  and 
physical  needs,  particularly  of  young 
people. 

Schools  will  continue  to  be  a  major 
priority  for  the  City  well  into  the  next 
century. 
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they  might  offer  additional  services  as  part 
of  a  larger  effort  to  cluster  resources  for 
families  and  children  in  all  sections  of  the 
City. 

Replace  the  rink  in  a  central  location  in 
Dorchester. 

Develop  citywide  standards  for 
community  facilities;  determine  how 
much  community  center  space  should  be 
available  within  a  given  geographic  area. 
Make  community  centers  for  Dorchester 
and  other  underserved  neighborhoods  a 
priority.  Make  design  improvements  on 
existing  schools  and  centers  to  take  better 
advantage  of  existing  facilities. 

Working  with  the  Boston  400  initiative  on 
schools  and  civic  buildings,  determine  the 
best  sites  and  designs  for  new  school 
buildings. 
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summer.  The  areas  around  libraries  should 
offer  a  pleasant  environment  connected  to 
a  wide  range  of  learning  and  recreational 
opportunities. 

The  loss  of  the  MDC  rink  has  created  a 
void  in  community  life.  Young  people 
need  places  for  socializing,  especially  in 
the  dead  of  winter  when  many 
opportunities  are  limited. 

With  its  large  youth  population, 
Dorchester  needs  community  centers 
accessible  to  all  sections  of  the 
community.  These  centers  can  be  located 
in  schools  with  proper  design.  Location 
near  parks,  T  stops,  health  clinics,  day 
care  centers,  and  business  districts  is 
desirable.  The  longterm  goal  of  the 
community  is  to  foster  linkages  among 
spaces  vital  to  the  everyday  life  of 
families  and  children  The  areas  that  are 
underserved  in  this  regard  are  Four 
Corners,  Bowdoin/Geneva,  and  Upham's 
Corner. 

Because  of  Dorchester's  large  and  diverse 
family  population,  schools  provide  a  vital 
element  in  shaping  community  life. 
Schools  must  be  designed  to  enhance  the 
larger  urban  environment.  Schools  must 
balance  their  two  distinct  but  related  roles: 
as  places  where  young  people  can  receive 
education  without  external  distractions, 
and  as  places  where  a  wide  variety  of 
community  programs  can  be  offered  to 
both  young  people  (e.g.,  the  Mayor's  2-to- 
6  program)  and  adults  (evening  education 
programs). 
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Community  centers 
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the  level  of  access  that  ordinary  people 
have  to  preventive  and  primary  care. 
Health  centers  also  provide  an  important 
Cityvvide  network  for  people  in  many 
different  neighborhoods.  Health  centers 
and  schools  provide  the  greatest  potential 
for  outreach  on  many  different  issues  and 
concerns. 

This  facility  is  once  of  Boston's  greatest 
community  assets  and  ought  to  be  a  model 
for  reuse  of  existing  facilities. 

CO 
CU 

CM 

C 
O 

a. 

to 
tu 

— 

to 

CO 

O 
CU 

improvement  of  public-oriented  spaces  of 
health  centers. 

Working  with  the  community,  devise 
plans  for  creative  reuse  of  space  and  for 
public  access  to  the  green  commons. 
Coordinate  planning  process  with  a 
potential  river  overlay  district  and  efforts 
to  improve  River  Street. 
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of  community  life  in  Dorchester  and  other 
neighborhoods  with  diverse  populations. 
These  centers  provide  a  common 
denominator  for  families  and  other 
residents  and  social-service  providers. 

This  facility,  owned  by  the  Boston  Public 
Health  Commission,  offers  one  of  the 
greatest  opportunities  for  community 
space  in  all  of  Boston.  To  serve  its  health- 
care clients  and  the  larger  community,  it 
needs  to  provide  space  for  a  wide  range  of 
activities.  Many  residents  fear  that  it  will 
become  a  center  for  troubled  populations 
with  little  community  contact.  Because  of 
its  location  near  the  Neponset  River  and 
River  Street,  it  could  be  integrated  into  the 
everyday  life  of  Dorchester  and  Mattapan. 
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Boston  Specialty  and  Rehabilitation 
Hospital 
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Franklin  Park,  the  "jewel  of  the  Emerald 
Necklace,"  is  located  in  the  heart  of  the 
city,  close  to  many  of  Dorchester's 
communities.  While  a  prominent  part  of 
Boston's  citywide  park  system,  Franklin 
Park  is  also  a  neighborhood  resource  that 
serves  as  a  gathering  place  for  families, 
recreational  space  for  groups  and 
individuals,  and  passive  landscape 
enjoyed  by  people  of  all  ages. 

The  Emerald  Necklace  is  relatively  well 
linked  across  the  city,  except  for  the 
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Develop  a  comprehensive  plan  for 
Franklin  Park  that  includes  internal  design 
changes,  transportation  and  traffic  plans, 
and  an  economic  development  plan  for  the 
surrounding  communities.  Repair  links  to 
Forest  Hills  (and  the  Southwest  Corridor 
and  Arnold  Arboretum)  and  Boston 
Harbor.  Remove  through  traffic  from  the 
park  and  develop  a  parking  strategy  to 
prevent  automobiles  from  infringing  on 
the  park's  natural  spaces. 

Redesign  Columbia  Road  (and  other 
east/west  roadways,  if  necessary)  so  that  it 
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Franklin  Park  is  in  danger  of  being  "loved 
to  death"  by  the  park's  many  stakeholders 
including  visitors  of  the  Franklin  Park 
Zoo,  golfers,  festival-goers,  and  people 
passing  through  on  Circuit  Drive.  Still  it 
appears  that  more  people  could  use  and/or 
visit  the  park  if  traffic  and  transportation, 
and  the  edges  between  the  different  uses 
were  better  managed. 

The  Emerald  Necklace  Master  Plan  calls 
for  the  restoration  of  Frederick  Law 
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segment  in  Dorchester.  Reconnecting 
Dorchester  to  the  entire  system  would  give 
residents  of  the  neighborhood  a 
connection  to  many  other  neighborhoods 
in  the  city,  and  vice  versa.  In  addition,  it 
would  create  a  system  vastly  bigger,  and 
with  more  capacity,  for  the  use  of  ail 
residents  of  Boston.  The  resulting  system, 
if  sufficiently  seamless,  could  serve  to 
alleviate  some  of  the  pressure  currently  on 
the  Esplanade. 

The  Lower  Neponset  River  Reservation  is 
an  incredible  resource  for  residents  of  the 
communities  and  visitors  alike.  The 
reservation  has  an  opportunity  to  become 
the  "Esplanade  of  the  South"  and,  as  such, 
has  an  opportunity  to  reshape  the  image  of 
the  neighboring  communities. 

The  Boston  Harbor  Islands  are  a  regional 
resource  that  are  just  now  being 
discovered  by  the  public.  Dorchester  is 
the  neighborhood  that  is  closest  to  the 
islands  and  with  the  most  extensive 
shoreline.  Access  points  located  in 
Dorchester  would  allow  residents  of  the 
southern  neighborhoods  to  reach  the 
islands  easily,  and  an  opportunity  to  share 
in  the  economic  benefits  associated  with 
tourism. 

Connections  between  the  existing  and 
future  resources  is  not  as  important  for 
access  to  the  entire  "circuit"  of  activities 
as  it  is  for  orientation  to  opportunities 
available.  Residents  of  the  city  who  are 
connected  in  some  way  to  the  individual 
elements  of  the  Green  Heart  should  know 
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is  a  green  link  between  Franklin  Park  and 
Boston  Harbor.  Ensure  that  the  design  is 
not  only  multi-modal  in  focus,  but  that  the 
design  is  primarily  oriented  towards  the 
pedestrian  and  bicyclist. 

Foster  connections  to  the  river  from 
Franklin  Field,  Adams  Village,  Lower 
Mills,  and  Codman  Square. 

Ensure  that  plans  for  the  islands 
specifically  address  access  points  from  all 
along  the  Boston  shoreline.  Establish 
connections  from  the  interior  communities 
to  the  waterfront.  Develop  an  economic 
development  plan  with  opportunities  for 
new,  small,  supporting  businesses 
associated  with  access  to  the  islands  (e.g., 
sporting  equipment  stores,  outdoor 
restaurants). 

Build  upon  existing  alliance  between  the 
Franklin  Park  Zoo,  the  Boston  Nature 
Center,  the  Arnold  Arboretum,  and  the 
Lena  Park  Community  Development 
Corporation,  and  develop  a 
comprehensive  plan  for  transportation  and 
economic  development  in  the  area  of  the 

"3 

B 

t 

o 

c 

Cu 

O 

■a 
s 
<a 

<r> 

<u 

B 

V) 

</> 

Olmsted's  original  vision  for  the  park 
system,  where  possible.  Dorchester's 
"links"  in  the  system  include  Franklin 
Park  (see  above)  and  Columbia  Road. 
Columbia  Road  is  currently  functioning 
more  as  an  automobile-oriented  road  than 
as  a  multi-modal  link  between  Franklin 
Park  and  Columbus  Park  at  Boston 
Harbor. 

The  Metropolitan  District  Commission's 
Master  Plan  for  the  Lower  Neponset  River 
Reservation  leaves  a  number  of  critical 
challenges  beyond  its  own 
implementation.  Most  importantly,  the 
plan  needs  to  be  supported  by  inland 
access  and  development. 

The  Boston  Harbor  Islands  were  recently 
designated  as  part  of  the  National  Park 
System.  They  are  a  regional  resource  that 
offers  opportunities  for  passive  and  active 
recreation,  historical  and  environmental 
education,  and  a  variety  of  experiences  for 
visitors  and  residents  alike. 

The  "Green  Heart"  is  the  cluster  of  green 
spaces  in  the  heart  of  the  city  including 
Franklin  Park,  the  Arnold  Arboretum,  the 
Boston  Nature  Center,  and  the  cemeteries. 
All  of  these  green  spaces  are  challenged 
by  the  same  issues  including  economic 
development  and  transportation. 
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Building  on  MDC  plans  for  the  Neponset 
River  Reservation 
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The  Codman  Common  is  the  geographic 
center  of  the  local  community  and  needs 
to  feel  safe  and  accessible  to  residents  and 
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Redesign  the  entrance  to  the  park  to 
improve  sight  lines  that  encourage  the 
presence  of  "eyes  on  the  street."  Redesign 
the  interior  of  the  park  to  accommodate 
organized  leagues  and  other  park  users  in 
a  cohesive  but  distinct  way.  Consider  a 
terraced  design  that  takes  advantage  of 
height  differences  while  improving  overall 
visibility  across  the  park. 

Preserve  and  maintain  Dorchester  park  as 
a  fine  example  of  Olmsted's  work.  Create 
legible  connections  to  the  Neponset  River 
Reservation  to  provide  an  area  for  passive 
respite  along  the  active  Neponset  corridor. 

Install  new  equipment  at  the  Malibu 
Beach  playground  area. 

Explore  opportunities  to  rework  the  bench 
configuration  at  the  Codman  Common  so 
that  groups  that  gather  do  not  intimidate 
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The  entrance  to  Ronan  Park  is  foreboding 
in  its  design,  making  the  park  feel  isolated 
and  unsafe.  As  a  result,  the  park  is  not 
well  used  by  the  neighborhood  residents, 
with  the  exception  of  organized  baseball 
leagues. 

Dorchester  Park  is  an  Olmsted  Park 
located  off  of  Dorchester  Avenue  and 
Adams  Street.  Years  ago,  Carney 
Hospital  was  built  in  the  park,  leaving  it 
with  an  awkward  layout. 

The  overall  design  of  the  park  is 
compromised  by  the  large  retaining  wall 
that  sets  the  park  up  off  of  the  street. 

The  playground  equipment  at  Malibu 
Beach  is  in  poor  condition,  making  the 
play  area  unattractive  to  potential  park 
users. 

The  playground  equipment  is  in  need  of 
some  renovations,  and  the  play  area  is 
poorly  maintained.  The  park  is  sometimes 
the  site  of  activities  that  intimidate 
potential  park  users. 

Codman  Common  has  been  recently 
renovated.  It  contains  a  comfortable 
seating  area  that  makes  it  an  attractive 
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Roberts  Playground  (south  of  Codman 
Square) 
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opportunity  to  connect  developing  areas 
and  existing  centers  of  activity  that 
surround  Boston's  downtown. 

The  Red  Line  currently  provides  safe  and 
reliable  service.  Better  links  to  the  existing 
line  could  greatly  improve  overall  service 
for  a  relatively  low  cost. 

The  Red  Line  is  a  great  asset  to  the  people 
of  Dorchester.  Residents  should  have  safe 
and  convenient  access  to  the  service  it 
provides  at  well-designed  stations. 

The  Red  Line  is  a  great  asset  to  the  people 
of  Dorchester.  Residents  should  have  safe 
and  convenient  access  to  the  service  it 
provides  at  well-designed  stations. 

The  Red  Line  is  a  great  asset  to  the  people 
of  Dorchester.  Residents  should  have  safe 
and  convenient  access  to  the  service  it 
provides  at  well-designed  stations. 

The  Red  Line  is  a  great  asset  to  the  people 
of  Dorchester.  Residents  should  have  safe 
and  convenient  access  to  the  service  it 
provides  at  well-designed  stations. 
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Develop  a  plan  for  linking  the 
communities  of  Dorchester  to  existing 
Red  Line  service. 

Redesign  the  entire  station  so  that  it  is 
better  connected  to  the  street  and  the 
immediate  community.  Ensure  that  the 
pick-up/drop-off  area  is  inviting,  but  does 
not  preclude  safe  and  direct  pedestrian 
access.  Eliminate  dark  areas  and  tunnels 
where  possible,  and  ensure  that  the  station 
is  lighted  such  that  it  feels  as  safe  in  the 
evening  as  it  does  during  the  day. 

Renovate  the  station  to  repair  structural 
deterioration  and  improve  the  overall 
appearance.  Include  directional  signage  to 
orient  passengers  to  Codman  Square,  the 
courthouse,  connecting  buses,  and  other 
nearby  attractions. 

Renovate  the  station  to  repair  structural 
deterioration  and  improve  the  overall 
appearance.  Include  directional  signage  to 
orient  passengers  to  Codman  Square,  the 
courthouse,  connecting  buses,  and  other 
nearby  attractions. 

Redesign  Ashmont  Station  to  reconnect  it 
with  Peabody  Square  and  Dorchester 
Avenue.  Reconfigure  the  bus  portion  of 
the  station  and  the  parking  lots  to  allow 
direct  pedestrian  connections  to  the 
station.  Improve  the  overall  appearance  of 
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transit  system.  The  currently  proposed 
options  include  stops  at  the  JFK/UMASS 
stop  on  the  Red  Line,  and  the  Upham's 
Corner  stop  on  the  Fairmount  commuter 
line  or  a  new  stop  on  that  commuter  line. 

Red  line  service  is  frequent  and  reliable, 
but  the  relatively  low-density  of 
Dorchester  puts  many  residents  beyond  a 
convenient  walking  distance  to  the  Red 
Line  stops. 

The  Fields  Comer  station  needs 
renovation  and  enhanced  handicap  access. 
The  station  has  insufficient  lighting,  and 
there  is  not  enough  police  surveillance  to 
make  the  station  feel  safe.  The  bus  pick- 
up and  dropoff  area,  and  the  underground 
pedestrian  tunnel  are  uninviting  and 
intimidating.  . 

The  Savin  Hill  station  needs  renovation 
and  enhanced  handicap  access. 

The  Shawmut  station  needs  renovation 
and  enhanced  handicap  access. 

The  Ashmont  station  is  in  a  convenient 
location  near  Peabody  Square,  but  the 
station's  design  undermines  its  connection 
to  the  square  and  Dorchester  Avenue.  The 
station  accommodates  the  Red  Line, 
Mattapan  High  Speed  Rail,  and  buses 
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other  park  users.  Install  interactive  public 
art,  such  as  that  in  Central  Square, 
Cambridge,  that  encourages  people  to 
gather  in  an  engaging  way  and  reinforces 
the  existing  "eyes  on  the  street." 

V) 

.Si 

-*- 

'S 

s 

r 

o 
c 

Q. 

o 

■o 
c 
re 

V) 

44 

3 

V) 

on 

area  for  people  to  gather  Unfortunately,  at 
times,  the  people  that  gather  are 
intimidating  to  passersby. 
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The  corridor  around  the  Fairmount  line  is 
an  area  not  well  served  by  rapid  transit, 
but  with  high  bus  ridership  numbers  (Blue 
Hill  Avenue  is  the  busiest  bus  corridor; 
Washington  Street/Talbot  Avenue  is  the 
third  busiest). 

Not  only  is  ridership  on  bus  lines 
comparable  to  other  rapid  transit  lines,  but 
the  Blue  Hill  Avenue  corridor  is  the  major 
corridor  not  currently  served  by  public 
transportation.  Service  in  this  corridor 
would  serve  nearby  residents,  visitors  to 
Franklin  Park  and  the  Green  Heart, 
visitors  to  the  Lower  Neponset  River 
Reservation,  and  commuters  from  nearby 
communities. 

The  Urban  Ring  will  be  a  major 
augmentation  to  the  existing  mass  transit 
system  in  the  City  of  Boston  and 
surrounding  communities.  It  represents  an 
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Convert  the  Fairmount  line  from  a 
commuter  rail  to  a  rapid  transit  line.  Build 
more  stations  along  the  way. 

Build  a  rapid  transit  line  to  serve  the  Blue 
Hill  Avenue  corridor.  Extend  the  Silver 
Line  from  Dudley  Station  to  Mattapan 
Square  via  Dudley  Street  and  Blue  Hill 
Avenue  or  Warren  Street  and  Blue  Hill 
Avenue. 

Ensure  that  the  design  of  the  Urban  Ring 
reinforces  centers  of  activity  and 
development  opportunities  in  Dorchester. 
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The  Fairmount  Commuter  Rail  line  stops 
at  Readville  (Hyde  Park),  Fairmount 
(Hyde  Park),  Morton  Street  (Mattapan), 
Upham's  Corner  (Dorchester),  and  South 
Station.  The  locations  of  the  Upham's 
Corner  and  Morton  Street  stops  are 
inconvenient,  and  the  trains  are  scheduled 
infrequently.  The  three  stops  in  the 
middle  are  not  handicap  accessible.  A 
more  frequent  service  with  more  stops 
along  the  line  may  accommodate  the 
people  living  close  to  the  line  more 
appropriately. 

The  Blue  Hill  Avenue  corridor  is  not  only 
a  major  boulevard  for  automobile  traffic, 
but  also  the  busiest  bus  corridor,  in  terms 
of  ridership,  in  the  city  (bus  ridership  in 
this  corridor  is  approximately  equal  to 
ridership  on  the  Blue  Line  rapid  transit 
line). 

In  an  effort  to  relieve  cross-town  transit 
pressure,  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
Transportation  Authority  is  studying  the 
possible  creation  of  a  circumferential 
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Fairmount  Commuter  Rail  line  conversion 
to  rapid  transit  line 
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Dorchester  is  a  waterfront  community  that 
in  recent  years  has  not  seen  itself  as  such. 
Better  connections  to  the  harbor  and 
improved  amenities  will  begin  to  restore 
the  neighborhood's  waterfront  identity. 

The  Boston  Harbor  Islands  represent  a 
new  common  ground  for  residents  of  the 
City  of  Boston.  Special  attention  must  be 
paid  to  ensuring  that  they  are  accessible 
physically  and  psychologically. 

Dorchester  Avenue  connects  the 
neighborhood's  many  different  parts  and 
is  instrumental  in  establishing  the 
character  of  all  of  the  communities  along 
the  way.  Transportation  access  between 
these  communities  is  critical  to  their 
success  as  centers  of  business  and 
community  activity. 

The  lack  of  convenient  east-west  mass 
transit  encourages  people  to  use  their 
personal  automobiles  for  their  local 
errands.  Severe  traffic  congestion  on 
many  of  the  east-west  roads  could  be 
partially  alleviated  if  more  convenient 
cross  town  routes  were  available  to  local 
residents. 

The  intersection  of  Gallivan  Boulevard, 
Morrissey  Boulevard,  and  1-93  takes  up  an 
enormous  amount  of  space  between 
residential  neighborhoods  and  the  water. 
It  is  a  barrier  that  must  be  crossed  in  order 
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Build  public  docks  and  boat  ramps  to 
encourage  neighborhood  activity  at  the 
water's  edge.  Ensure  that  east- west 
corridors  lead  directly  to  the  water's  edge 
by  "bridging"  the  gap  created  by  the 
Southeast  Expressway. 

Ensure  that  ferry  service  to  the  Boston 
Harbor  Islands  is  frequent  and  reasonably 
priced  to  encourage  visitors  of  all  ages. 
Design  access  points  along  the  Dorchester 
shore  that  are  convenient  and  well 
connected  to  the  inland  communities. 

Do  a  transportation  study  to  determine  if  it 
would  be  appropriate  to  assign  more  buses 
along  Dorchester  Avenue.  Adjust  the 
existing  schedule  so  that  service  is  more 
frequent  and  predictable.  Identify 
"barriers"  to  good  service  (e.g.,  double- 
parked  delivery  trucks,  automobiles 
parked  in  bus  stops),  and  utilize 
enforcement  measures  to  improve  service. 

Build  upon  the  successes  of  the  MBTA's 
"CT"  routes  (cross  town  routes  CTl ,  CT2, 
and  CT3),  by  adding  CT  routes  through 
Dorchester  along  strategic  corridors. 
Ensure  that  the  Urban  Ring  project 
provides  convenient  access  to  major  nodes 
in  Dorchester. 

Redesign  the  configuration  of  the 
intersection  to  make  it  less  obtrusive. 
Include  opportunities  for  pedestrian  and 
bicycle  crossings  across  the  area. 
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serving  several  routes.  It  also  has  a  large 
parking  lot  located  between  Dorchester 
Avenue  and  the  Station. 

Dorchester  is  the  city's  largest 
neighborhood  and  the  neighborhood  with 
the  longest  shoreline.  Residents  of  the 
neighborhood  need  to  have  access  to  and 
feel  ownership  of  the  Boston  Harbor  and 
the  beaches  along  the  harbor. 

The  Boston  Harbor  Islands  are  a  resource 
for  all  residents  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
The  quality  of  the  access  to  them  will 
determine  how  well  and  by  whom  they  are 
used. 

Transit  service  for  those  traveling  along 
Dorchester  Avenue  is  infrequent  and 
unpredictable  (there  is  only  one  bus  that 
runs  the  length  of  Dorchester  Avenue). 

It  is  difficult  and  time-consuming  to  travel 
east-west  in  Dorchester. 

The  intersection  of  Gallivan  Boulevard, 
Morrissey  Boulevard,  and  1-93  is  an 
enormous  barrier,  both  physically  and 
psychologically,  between  the  communities 
of  Dorchester  and  the  water  (Boston 
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Intersection  of  Gallivan  Boulevard, 
Morrissey  Boulevard,  and  Interstate  Route 
93 
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The  rezoning  of  Dorchester  is  an 
opportunity  for  residents,  and  planners  to 
work  together  to  decide  what  uses  are 
most  appropriate  in  which  locations. 
Appropriate  land  use  management  can 
improve  the  quality  of  life  of 
neighborhood  residents  while  hoping 
businesses  thrive  in  established  centers  of 
activity. 

The  City  should  actively  develop  plans  for 
reuse  of  all  variety  of  obsolete  purposes, 
especially  those  in  prime  and  visible 
locations. 

A  comprehensive,  thorough  approach  to 
managing  waste  removal  could  have  a 
dramatically  positive  effect  on  the 
appearance  and  image  of  many 
communities  in  Dorchester. 

Utilities  are  the  lifelines  of  a  community 
that  provide  the  services  we  consider 
essential  in  our  society.   If  appropriately 
managed,  those  services  can  be 
maintained  without  disruption  and  damage 
to  community  and  individual  assets  -  and 
serve  as  the  building  blocks  of  enhanced 
public  spaces. 

Street  trees  serve  very  important  functions 
both  environmentally  and  aesthetically. 
The  improve  the  appearance  of  the  streets 
while  slowing  down  wind,  providing 
shade  for  people  and  other  plants, 
generating  oxygen,  and  minimizing 
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Use  the  Dorchester  rezoning  process  to 
identify  locations  where  industrial  activity 
may  continue  in  Boston.  Identify  centers 
of  activity  that  can  be  improved  and 
enhanced  by  adding  housing  and 
consolidating  commercial  space.  Ensure 
that  the  zoning  is  done  in  such  a  way  as  to 
minimize  "spot  zoning"  and  encourage 
compliance. 

Develop  a  community  process  to  generate 
ideas  for  reuse  of  the  gas  tank  land. 

Ensure  that  the  design  of  the  roads, 
loading  areas,  dumpster  locations,  and 
trash  barrel  locations  promote  and/or 
encourage  proper  trash  removal  practices 
among  businesses.  Supplement  good 
design  with  strict  enforcement  of  policies 
related  to  trash  removal,  public  health, 
building  requirements,  and  street  cleaning. 

Develop  a  comprehensive,  citywide 
strategy  for  maintaining  and  upgrading 
public  utilities.  Build  upon  the  Boston 
Water  and  Sewer  Commission's  sewer 
separation  projects  currently  underway  in 
Dorchester. 

Develop  a  comprehensive,  citywide  street 
tree  planting  program.  Ensure  that  any 
program  that  is  established  requires 
community  participation  to  encourage 
stewardship  and  maintenance  by  local 
neighbors. 
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The  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  is 
currently  working  with  the  Dorchester 
Planning  and  Zoning  Advisory  Committee 
(PZAC)  to  rezone  all  of  Dorchester. 
There  are  opportunities  to  rethink  the 
distribution  of  commercial  properties, 
mixed-use  areas,  and  industrial  operations. 

As  the  need  for  the  tanks  recedes,  the  site 
offers  an  opportunity  for  development  of 
parks  or  other  uses. 

Neighborhood  centers  in  Dorchester  are 
often  littered  with  trash.  Shopkeepers 
often  do  not  maintain  the  fronts  of  their 
establishments,  contributing  to  the  poor 
appearance  and  negative  image  of  some  of 
the  communities. 

Many  of  Dorchester's  utilities  are  in  need 
of  rehabilitation  or  replacement. 

Trees  are  an  invaluable  tool  to  enhance  the 
appearance  and  ecological  quality  of 
communities.  But  they  must  be  planted 
with  a  thorough  understanding  of  the 
conditions  required  to  thrive  and  a  plan 
for  stewardship  in  their  early,  vulnerable 
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Comprehensive  rezoning  of  all  of 
Dorchester 
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Trash  and  waste  control 

Utilities 
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care  of  some  of  the  most  vulnerable 
members  of  our  society.  The  people  who 
live  there  need  to  be  connected  to  a  well- 
balanced  community,  and  a  stable 
community  can  support  limited  number  of 
specialty  facilities. 

Cities  are  only  as  vibrant  as  the  people 
who  live  in  them.  It  is  critical  to  the 
health  of  people  of  all  ages  that  the 
youngest  and  the  oldest  be  comfortable 
and  connected  to  the  communities  in 
which  they  live. 

Motorized  vehicles  of  all  descriptions 
contribute  to  pollution  that  has  been  at 
dangerous  levels  for  several  years  now. 
Public  transportation  should  begin  to 
convert  to  low-emission  or  zero-emission 
vehicles  in  an  effort  to  preserve  our  air 
quality. 
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potential  sites  for  new  facilities.  Ensure 
that  distribution  of  group  homes  is 
equitable  and  establish  a  policy  for 
redistributing  homes  that  are  concentrated 
in  particular  areas. 

Identify  specific  locations  that  might  be 
appropriate  for  elderly  housing 
developments.  Ensure  that  developments 
are  designed  to  encourage  healthy  and 
active  lifestyles,  multi-generational 
interaction,  and  connection  to  the  larger 
community. 

Electrify  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  line  so 
that  its  trips  through  Dorchester  are  "zero 
emission." 
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throughout  the  city  and  not  concentrated 
in  overburdened  areas. 

As  the  population  of  our  city  ages,  there 
will  be  an  increasing  need  for  elderly 
housing  and  assisted-living  facilities.  It  is 
important  that  these  homes  be  located  near 
centers  of  activity  and  transit  access,  built 
as  mixed-use  developments,  and  designed 
to  allow  for  inter-generational  activity  that 
makes  for  healthy  communities. 

The  Old  Colony  Railroad  Commuter  Rail 
runs  through  Dorchester,  carrying  people 
to  and  from  the  south  shore.  Residents  are 
concerned  that  the  diesel-powered  train  is 
contributing  to  rising  asthma  rates  among 
Dorchester  children. 
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Elderly  housing  and  assisted-living 
facilities 

Electrification  of  Old  Colony  Railroad 
Line 
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